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MX|& (Dr Chi-Yun Shin)
Principal Lecturer in Film Studies

The process of selling & buying the rights
of films in the marketplace.

Distribution companies mediate and consult

between film producers and exhibitor or
retailers

— Influence the types of films that are

able to circulate to international
markets

— Impact on the structure of film

production (enabling or disabling access
to audience) and film consumption
(providing public access to films)

A powerful gatekeeping function (value &
hierarchies)

Smits, R. (2019)



“PARASITE Becomers UKy
Highest-Grossing Foreign-
language Film of All Time*

* Released in the UK through Curzon Artificial Eye.

* Bong Joon-ho’s Oscar-winning Parasite (2019)
took a total of £11.97 million at the box office since
its release on 7 February2020 (taking full
advantage of the Oscar buzz).

* It overtook Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ
(£11.1) which had held the top spot since 2004.

« Park Chan-wook’s 10t"
feature film The
Handmaiden (2016)
reached £1.25 million

* Highest-grossing
foreign-language film
in the UK in 2017

* Became the then best
box-office performing
Korean film by a wide
margin.




Korean Cinema at the UK Box Office

(Sight & Sound, July 2017)

Film ___________ ver ___lGoss

Parasite* 2020 £11.95 million
The Handmaiden 2017 £1.25 million
Oldboy 2004 £315,698
Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter...and Spring 2004 £227,414

The Host 2006 £128,673
Thirst 2009 £113,086
Train to Busan 2017 £95,543
3-lron 2005 £81,003
Mother 2010 £76,004

A Tale of Two Sisters 2004 £57,362

Korean
Cinema at

the UK Box
office

- Auteur Directors

Genre Films (Horror
& Thrillers)

Auteur Directors +
Genre = cult hits




Tartan

Asia
Extreme

o
Asia Extreme
Roadshow

* 2003 — 2005

* Annual touring programme
of films that Tartan
considered to be the most
daring examples of
‘extreme cinema’.

* Set in multiplex cinema (not
in art-house cinemas)

created by Hamish McAl

The rise of ‘Asia Extr
coincided with the phe
success of ‘Asian horr

“Asia Extreme has been
handedly responsible f

 Distribution label (2001-2008)

pine
eme’ has
nomenal
or’
single-
or the

groundswell of interest in Asian

cinema and the widespr
that its roster of Wor
directors, such as Hid
Miike Takashi, Kim Ki-
Chan-wook, have enjoye
website)

TARTAHN

ASIA EXTREME

for |ust 20 guid, thal's wnder €3 a film,
available 1o by oaly af parlicipating UGE
clmemas ™. If thal wasnl ensugh i also
ontitles you fo a 10% discoumd on i
Tarizn Asla Exireme OVD and VHS [Ries
al participming retallers. Log on to
www_asigexireme. couk for further
defaite on exciling offers and geodies
and lor a el ol participating retallers,
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b
jarrmEzTTTaE L

A S | A

ead attention
1d class

eo Nakata,

duk and Park
d.” (Tartan "

> 4

I

E X TREME

FESTIVAL PASS

For the bargain price af £20 you can buy &n Azia Exirems Festival Pasc to gain eniry 1o
some ol ihe holes! Nims from (ke Far East,

Yes that's right you cam see ALL SEVEN thiles

- = el

L]
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a alaextreme.

. uk



KIM Ki-duk

717|d
[ | =1
(1960-2020)

I Kim Ki-duk

A Film by Ki-duk Kim

Debut with Crocodile (1996) - regarded as a
crude but visually inventive film.

Mainly focus on marginalized characters at the
bottom of the social ladder (e.g., pimps,
prostitutes, low-ranking gangsters).

Controversy surrounds several of his films,
mainly to do with violence & sexuality (e.g., The
Isle, 2000; Bad Guy, 2002)

Symbolic status as a representative of non-
mainstream (high-profile festival awards for
Samaritan Girl & 3-Iron in 2004, & Pieta in 2012)

Faced accusations of sexual misconduct in 2018

* Kim Ki-duk’s films
such as The Isle
(2000) and Bad Guy
(2002) were central
to the Asia Extreme
brand identity.

* ‘arresting, shocking,
visceral and original’

e ‘sexual terrorism’
(Tony Rayns)



* 2003 film by KIM Ki-duk

* Set in a small floating Buddhist temple
on a lake in the mountain

* Five segments — depict stages in the
life of a Buddhist monk.

* ‘It contains life, faith, growth, love,
jealousy, hate, cruelty, mystery,
redemption ... and nature’ (Roger
Ebert)

a film by KIM KI-DUK

[WWW.CINEART.BE

Park Chan-Wook’s

G
GRAN PREMIO DEL JURADO

FESTIVAL DE iiirﬁ 2004

OLDBOY (2003)

* One of the most celebrated South
Korean films to reach the UK audience.

 Grand Prix at 2004 Cannes, the highest
honor Korean film had ever received at
the time (pre-release attention &
controversy for Tartan)

* Established its director a household Rl o reucunce
name across the world. A R E B

‘ultra-violent’, ‘Grand Guignol’, ‘half
Greek tragedy, half existential thriller’

GANG NG




Vengeance Trilogy
Deluxe Box Set

A Tale of Two Sisters
(2003)

e Dir. Kim Jee-woon

* Psychological horror-drama (a family
haunted by the tragedies)

* Inspired by a folktale (of two sisters
abused and framed by their
stepmother)

* American remake The Uninvited (2009)




Three... Extremes

* 2004 horror trilogy (the
follow-up to the 2002
pan-Asian horror
anthology film Three)

* Dumplings (directed by
Hong Kong’s Fruit CHAN)

* Cut (South Korea’s PARK
Chan-wook)

* Box (Japan’s Takashi
MIIKE)

Discourse of Orientalism?

“If the weird, the wonderful
and the dangerous is your
thing, then you really don’t
want to miss this chance to
take a walk on the wild side.”
(Tartan Guide to Asia Extreme)

* “The promise of danger and of the
unexpected is linked with the way in
which these films are marketed
according to their otherness from
Hollywood, and subsequently feeds
into many of the typical fantasies of
the ‘Orient’ characterised by
exoticism, mystery and danger.”
(Gary Needham)




The Art of Branding:

Tartan ‘Asia Extreme’ Films
(Shin 2009)

» Both as an industry (commercial brand) and as a discursive
practice, ‘Asia Extreme’ provides a fascinating site to explore
how the West consumes East Asian cinema (p.87).

» Tartan’s canonization of the so-called extreme cinema as the
‘best from East Asia’ is not so different from the ‘discovery’
of Japanese film in the 1950s, which started with Kurosawa’s
Rashomon winning the Golden Lion in 1951 (p.97).

> The success of Tartan Asia Extreme reveals more about
Western perceptions and obsessions (p.97).

| Demise of Tartan & Its Legacy

* Tartan Films ceased trading and sold its assets in July 2008.
o The failure of the Asia Extreme brand in the US (a few months prior);

o The remake of Funny Game (Michael Haneke, 2008) Tartan co-produced
and co-financed failed to generate a profit;

o Oversaturated market - losing traction & initial appeal of ‘newness’.

* Tartan Asia Extreme provided audiences with an accessible curated
catalogue of cutting-edge ‘extreme’ — the mid 2000s constitute a peak
time for Asian cinema in Britain.

* The Asia Extreme brand lives on, having set the agenda which Asian
films the UK audiences get to see.



Korean Films in the UK: Post-Tartan

* Changes in distribution and exhibition practices

* Anton Bitel’s Sight & Sound (web exclusive) article: “Why is it so hard to see East
Asian films in UK cinemas?” (July 2017) quotes Sonali Josh (founder and director
of London-based independent film company Day for Night: “lack of cinema
exhibition space and prohibitive costs of theatrical distribution”, making
theatrical cinema as a whole increasingly difficult and creating an added challenge
for Asian cinema, “which for the most part on the periphery of the UK exhibition
landscape.”

* Occasional ‘limited theatrical releases’ (reserved for big companies - tend to pick
the same auteur directors); concentration on DVD/Blu-ray (genre titles)

Ha third window films

STUDIOCANAL

ARROW PPPPP FiLms A CANAL+ COMPANY

N

CURZON | |arrow]

TERR ACOTTA
/" DISTRIBUTION




Streaming platforms

South Korean Film & Television

»
eifrtails
N

director & cast of Parasite at SAG Award




“Funny, Political and Bone-crunchingly Violent:
why Korean cinema is the world’s best”

— Phil Hoad (1 Feb 2020) The Guardian

Even as “smash hits like Squid Game and
Parasite may make it look easy.”

Lee has become the first Asian and non-
English-language performer to win the
Emmy Award for Outstanding Lead
Actor in the drama series.




 Adistinctly masculine profile of recent South Korean
cinema (abroad in particular) is tied to the marginality of
female directors and independent films.

A Fuller Picture: Towards diversity
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ram-don

Chapaguri

A dish mixed with Chapaghetti ramen and Neoguri

ramen
A dish mixed with Chapaghetti noodle and Neoguri

noodle
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n #LancsBox 6.0 - X

Corpora
Name: |Corpus 3 i
EINC IR Name« Language~ Textse Tokens« Additional o
pu information«
S | The Veritable Englishe 1340 112,969¢ Types: 7,918 B
it Records of King Lemmas: 6,938«
Sejong ENGe
&
Create 5 5 z
Name« Language« Textse Tokense Additional o
information<
The Veritable Koreane 1346 57,012¢ Types: 16,977« o
Records of King Lemmas: 17,752¢
Lrause | | sejong KOR

aug23_1418_kor.txt
Format: Text, 235 tokens, 202 types, 201 lemmas

Newsbooks
—unloaded—

- - & aug24_1418_kor.txt

@® The Veritable Records of King Sejong_ENG Format: Text, 147 tokens, 86 types, 88 lemmas

Language: English, 134 files, 112969 tokens, 7918 types, 6938 lemmas au925_1 418_kor.m

@m veﬁtabb Recom Uf King sejo“g_KOR Format: Text, 397 tokens, 286 types, 289 lemmas
Language: Korean, 134 files, 57012 tokens, 16977 types, 17753 lemmas v || aug26_1418_kor.txt
Format: Text, 153 tokens, 109 types, 112 lemmas
Delete v

us: The Veritable of King g_ENC 1Z1 121131

POS Z32: ENG (47) vs KOR(259)

¥ Corpus  The Veritable Records of King Sejong_ENG ¥ Frequency

Y Frequency: 02 - Relative_freq

¥ Dispers

¥ Corpus The Veritable Records of King Sejong_KOR ¥ Frequency ¥ Dispersion ¥ POS

Dispersion: 04_|

Y Frequency: 02 - Relative_freq Dispersion: 04_range_percent
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Recitation (2017) The Catcher in the Loft (2019)
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Susack (2008) Reflections on a Mask (2002)
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Nobody Checks the Time When They’re Happy (2017)

EASTERN
Sentiments

Y1 TTAEJUN

YI TTAEJUN

O[EfE %=L AICHE EX| X0
2009 vs. 2018

I,.

LOVE IN THE @Bili€ CITY

SANG YOUNG PAR%

@ - .

SAL TTHEA| 2] AR Y

Love in the Big City (2021)

KIMYIDEUM

KIM TTAENGSOOE
& KIM MIN JEONG

O] g Al A AICHE EX| X0

2006 vs. 2017
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Flowers of Mold (2019)

O TR 2.
Lemon (2021)

Kwon Yeo-sun

KOREAN VOICES SERIES, VOLUME 20
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Modern Family (2015)
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The Muslim Butcher (2016)
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SWEET POTATO

Collected Short Stories
by Kim Tongin

-
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Sweet Potato (2016)

ENAT: 4528 HED|S

THE MILLION-COPY
INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

CHO NAM-JOO
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— P S——

x
Kim
Hye-Jin

ZHFT82HY YRS

Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982 (2020)

43R TEHOl| TS
Concerning My Daughter (2022)
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The Jovian Sayings (2014)
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Mina (2018)
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Cursed Bunny (2020)
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Seven Years of Darkness (2020)
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A HUNDRED LOVE POEMS FrROM

THE COLUMBIA ANTHOLOGY OF O l:
MODERN KOREAN POETRY LD OREA
£ David R. McCann

¢ K}Vlm O'ROURKE

GEITA| Ard|

Modern Poctey from Korea Series

Al

Three Korean Ecopoets

Poemy of Seungho Choi,
Chila Kim, and Hyonjong Chong
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The Things You Can See Only When You Slow Down (2017) Love for Imperfect Thing (2018)

SHRAPNEL

AND OTHER STORIES"

KANG- -
BAEK ¢

LEE ©

transiated by '
Alyssa Kim
and
Hyung-jin Lee

O|-& ot Shrapnel and Other Stories (2002) HFA s PO 0o & EAL,
O| ZtHH Allegory of Survival (2007) Readymade Bodhisattva (2019)
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Kim Su-Young

AND OTHER STORIES
OF MODERN KOREA

Shin Kyong-Nim
Lee Si-Young

Translated by Chun Kyung-Ja
Introduction by Kim Uchang

=HEd: 84 MRS

Aol 7P
7he © Enol
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The Voice of the Governor General and Other Stories of Modern Korea (2002)
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The World’s Lightest Motorcycle (2021)
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Mentally the Koreans are liberally endowed, TM O] (ISH| CHSH THZA 0= Q1=
specially with that gift known in Scotland NS T 2 =2} 0|00 [8H= 2101Lt
as “gleg at the uptak.” The foreign teachers == 710] ZIEJ} SIHEH =0 T, 2
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Chinese or Japanese. They have the
Oriental vices of suspicion, cunning, and
untruthfulness, and trust between man
and man is unknown.
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The 6,700 inhabitants of the Korean town,
or rather the male half of them, are always
on the move. The narrow roads are always
full of them, sauntering along in their dress
hats, not apparently doing anything. It is old
Fusan over again, except that there are
permanent shops, with stocks-in-trade
worth from one to twenty dollars; and as
an hour is easily spent over a transaction
involving a few cash, there is an
appearance of business kept up. In the
settlement the Koreans work as porters
and carry preposterous weights on their
wooden packsaddles.
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